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Principal’s Report 
I’m very happy to inform you of two staffing decisions that have recently 

happened.  Following a state-wide process, Vera Lazarevic has been 

employed to replace Kerry Breeze who left at the end of last term.  Vera has 

extensive experience working in Special Schools and will be a great help for 

our students who receive that extra support. 

We also advertised for an on-going Spanish teacher and I’m very glad to say 

that Marta Rodriguez who has been filling the position since the half year 

was the successful candidate.  Since being selected, Marta has jumped in 

head first and has organised a ‘Spanish’ lunch day in November.  Check the 

newsletter for more details. 

Last week we had a ‘lock-down’ practice.  We regularly have fire drills and 

lock-down drills just in-case the real thing happens.  The lock-down went 

really well with the exception of the children waving to me while I was 

playing ‘the boogie man’ rattling the doors to make sure all was locked.  I’m 

sure in a real situation, the children would understand the need to be quiet 

and keep out of sight. 

In the last newsletter, I reminded parents that ‘school’ hats were compulsory 

in Terms 4 and 1.  Looking into the yard it is clear that nearly everyone has 

got the message.  However, a small number of children are wearing ‘non-

school hats’.  These might be fine for the park or the beach but not for 

school.  Please ensure that your child has a school hat (purchased from the 

office) to ensure that they are actually in school uniform.  Students need a 

school hat to participate in interschool sport and to go on excursions.    

I mentioned in the last newsletter that we will be taking 2 days for 

preliminary moving in the last week of the School year.  This is when we will 

move the administration and Art and LLI into their new spaces and hopefully, 

have everything working well before the end of the year. This is reliant on 

the builders getting us into the buildings by December 13.  As soon as it is 

clear that we will get into the buildings on or about December 11, we will be 

able to inform parents about the dates of the 2 days.   

At School Council last week, it was agreed that we will also use the first day 

of the school year for teachers January 28, and the usual first day for the 

children January 29 to move into the classrooms and anything else not yet 

moved and start the school year for all our students on Thursday, January 

30, 2020. We believe that this is the only way we can have a smooth start to 

the school year in our new buildings.  The Department does not provide 

moving as part of the build.  It is all left to the school. 

Graeme Smith 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 25th October 

 Sport Carnival 

 

Tuesday 29th October 

 4/6s Visiting Braybrook 

Library 

 

Wednesday 30th October 

 Prep 2020 Transition Day 2 

 

Friday 1st November 

 4/6 Interschool Sports – vs St 

Bernadettes Primary School 

 

Tuesday 5th November 

 Melbourne Cup - No school 

 

Thursday 7th November 

 Spanish Day 
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A message from the Assistant Principal 

World Teachers Day 

Friday 25th October is World Teachers’ Day, due to our School Sports Carnival 

taking place on Friday Mr Graeme, myself, the ES staff and students decided to 

surprise our amazing teachers with a special lunch on Wednesday. World 

Teachers' Day is an opportunity to acknowledge the valuable work and celebrate 

the wonderful achievements made by our teachers. I think we are extremely 

lucky to have the teachers we have at Dinjerra. They are all extremely dedicated 

to providing the most supportive, happy, and engaging learning environment for 

every Dinjerra student. In the words of Stacy Bonino they are more than just a 

teacher.  

Our teachers are than just a teacher. 

They are a psychologist to a problem-filled child; 

a police officer that controls a child gone wild; 

a travel agent scheduling school trips for the year; 

a confidante that wipes a crying child’s tear; 

a banker collecting money for a ton of different things; 

a librarian showing adventures that a storybook brings; 

a cleaner that has to clean certain little messes; 

a psychic that learns to know all that everybody only guesses; 

a photographer keeping pictures of a child’s yearly growth. 

When mother and father are gone for the day, they become both. 

They are a doctor that detects when a child is feeling sick; 

a politician that must know the laws and recognise a trick; 

a party planner for holidays to celebrate with all; 

a decorator of a room, filling every wall; 

a news reporter updating our school community on classroom events; 

a detective solving small mysteries and ending all suspense; 

a clown and comedian that makes the children laugh; 

a dietitian assuring they have lunch. 
  

So on behalf of the school community I would like to say thank you to our fabulous teachers, your hard work and 

dedication to our students doesn’t go unnoticed and is very much appreciated.  

 

Catherine Robertson 

Acting Assistant Principal 

 



  

Prep/One Learning Community: 
Parent Workshop: 

Thank you to all the parents who attended the parent workshop. Your 
children were delighted to have you work with them to learn how to spell 
words using look, say, cover, write, check. 

Word Work: 

During word work the prep children continue to learn the letters/sounds and 
spell words. They are also practising to write all the words they know. 

M100Words: 

Congratulations to all the children who are learning to read the M100 words. 
We are very proud of you. Keep up all the great learning! 

Home Reading: 

Just a friendly reminder to read every night and return your reader each day 
to change your take home book. 

Maths: 

The prep children have been learning to name and make shapes using different 
materials. They are learning to describe shapes and relate them to real life 
objects such as a floor mat is like a rectangle. They have worked hard towards 
recognising the corners and sides of 2 dimensional shapes. 

The Grade One children have been learning to describe the difference between 
2 dimensional and 3 dimensional shapes. They have been learning to describe 2 
dimensional shapes using the terms vertices and sides and 3 dimensional shapes 
using the terms vertex, edge and face.  

New games:  

We have purchased some new games for our classroom which has been a big hit with all the children. Friday 
afternoon sees the children playing together playing games, learning to share, 
take turns and learn strategies to try and beat their opponent. We would like to 
thank Tony from Dennis Family homes for helping to purchase the games for the 
school.  

Story Telling Expo: 

The Prep/One children have already started working on their narratives for the 
annual Storytelling Expo.  

Save the Date:  

 Storytelling Expo Thursday 28th November, 2019   3pm – 4pm 

 



  

4/6 Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inquiry 

In Inquiry we are still continuing to learn about the 

homeless people. We are also learning about why and 

how they became homeless. 

 

Sports Carnival  

On Friday 25th of October we will be having our sports 

carnival. We have found out our teams and are practicing 

in preparation for the sports carnival. The 4/6 classes will 

be doing the relay race, the regular running race, the 

basketball relay and leaderball 
 

  

Reading 

In Reading we are working on 

our text to world, text to self 

and text to text connections.   

We also want to thank Miss 

Naz and Miss Hong for 

getting new and covered 

books for us. Unfortunately 

we haven't gotten all the 

books yet, but more books 

are coming and we're excited 

for that. 

 

Maths 

In Maths we have finished Data and Representation. The students got to pick a topic that they want 

to write and collect data from the class. We then interpreted that data into the computer to make it 

into some sort of graph. We had our graphs printed and stuck them into our maths books and had 

written our findings and what surprised us.  

 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chillout Corner  

In our classroom we now have a calming down 

space. Each student gets to spend 5-10 

minutes in there. We have weighted blanket, 

noise cancelling headphones and an ipod to 

listen to calming music with earphones. We 

also have mindfulness sheets and some fidget 

toys 

 

 

.  

 

 

Readers Theatre 

 

Students have gotten to do Reader’s Theatre. Teachers 

choose books with a script and the students practise 

reading them with fluency and expression. Some students 

presented and performed in front of their class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Police buddies 

On the 22nd of October, class 4/6c went and 

visited their police buddies at the police 

stations. They arrived in a bus. First, we split 

into two groups. 

Then, they showed us into the ‘busiest room’. 

Then we got to see Geko the dog. As we were 

walking, we saw the police vests and cells too. 

We also went on a police boat. We had a tour 

nearly at the end. After the tour, the police left 

us a surprise. It was food! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After filling up, we did some activities. Then we 

went back to school. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


