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Principal’s Report
As a very strange Term 3, 2020 comes to an end, we look forward to Term 4. Term 3 finishes at the end of this week, on
Friday September 18. I want to thank everyone, children, parents and staff for persevering through what has been a very
difficult period.
Term 4 officially starts again on October 5. However, the first week will be still be remote learning for everyone. On
Monday, October 12, all Preps, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students will return to school for on-site learning. Unfortunately,
Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 will all continue with remote learning until the Chief Medical Officer informs us that it is safe for them
to return to school.
The rules for attendance on-site for children who are in Grades 3, 4, 5 & 6 have not changed. The criteria for attendance
is as follows:
 Children whose parents are permitted workers and for whom no other arrangements can be made
 Vulnerable children including
o Children in out-of-home care
o Children deemed by Child Protection and/or Family Services to be at risk of harm
o Children identified by the school as vulnerable (including via a referral from a family violence agency, homelessness
or youth justice service or mental health service)
o Children with a disability where the family is experiencing severe stress
 Parents who believe that their child fits one of these criteria need to fill in a ‘request for attendance form’ by the
Thursday in the previous week so that the school is able to staff the supervision. These forms are available on
COMPASS or at the office.
 Because half of our class teachers will be teaching in class and the rest teaching on-line, we have no surplus staff to
supervise these students and will most likely have to employ a replacement teacher.
A big change for Term 4 will be that Catherine Robertson will be going on Family Leave to have her baby. We all wish
her and her husband the very best during what will be a momentous but fantastic change in their lives.
Replacing Catherine will be Mr Mark Catterson. Mark is on loan to us for 12 months from Sydenham Hillside Primary
School. Please welcome him warmly to our wonderful school when you get the chance to meet
Graeme Smith
Principal

A message from the Assistant Principal
Term 3
In the last newsletter delivered back at the end of term 2 I finished off my message reflecting on term 2 being the hardest
and craziest I had ever experienced. Well, I think it’s safe to say that I spoke too soon. When the news of entering our
second lockdown was made my heart sank. I knew straight away that this was going to be a tougher journey than the first
lockdown. Even though I knew we could do remote learning and do it successfully this was going to be harder as the
novelty of trying something new had worn off, we had been teased with a touch of ‘Covid’ normal and unfortunately we
were in this on our own as a city of Melbourne and then a state of Victoria. Term 3 has been hard for everyone in our
school community. It’s been tough for the students to not be able to play and learn alongside their friends, the task of
supporting your children with their learning at home while also juggling your own work and other responsibilities has
been extremely difficult and our teachers have had to abandon their way of teaching to take on the challenge of remote
teaching. For all in our school community I want to say a big thank you! It’s not been an easy task but your hard efforts
have definitely paid off. Through all of remote learning 2.0 we have seen some wonderful growth with our students’
learning. This is a credit to the programs being delivered by the teachers and the support given at home that has enabled
our students to continue developing their learning and
understanding.
As we begin to see a staggered return of students in term 4, starting
with the Prep – 2 students, the school will continue to deliver a
supportive learning environment that will support our students with
their literacy and numeracy, as well as their social and emotional
development. Teachers will have a focus on getting away from screen
time and back to playing and learning alongside their friends. Let’s
hope we can finish off a crazy school year with a joyful return of all
of our students so that our preps can enjoy a full term playing and learning with their new friends and our grade 6 students
have the opportunity to participate in their graduation before they depart for secondary school.

2021 School Enrolments and school tour
This is the time of the year where we start to plan and prepare our school for next
year and develop our class and teaching structures. We are currently taking
enrolments for all year levels and preps for 2021. If you have a child that you wish
to enrol into Prep next year or know of a neighbour or friend wishing to enrol their
child at Dinjerra for 2021, please collect an enrolment pack from the school office.
We have had a number of enrolments returned already and our 2021 prep numbers
are growing fast!
Unfortunately, we are unable to conduct school tours for new and prospective
families. However, during the remote learning period we organised a filming
company to create a virtual school tour. This video will be made available on the
school’s website and Facebook page shortly.

P-2 Students return for Term 4 - Beginning Monday 12th October
Students are to arrive at the drop off gate between 8.45am – 9am.
Students will have their temperature taken by Mr Graeme and Mr Mark.



P-1 students pick up time 3.00pm
Grade 2 students pick up time 3.15pm

(Older siblings of P/1 students will picked up at 3.00pm)

Goodbye, for now.
Sadly this will be my last message in the newsletter for a
while. I am going on Family Leave from Friday 9th October
for 12 months as I am due to have my first baby at the
end of October. I’m disappointed that I won’t be able to
see the children and families return to school before I
leave. However, I have been receiving some wonderfully
written letters and cards in the school’s mailbox from
some of our amazing thoughtful students. Mark
Catterson will be filling in for me as Acting Assistant
Principal while I spend time with my new baby, getting
the knack of being a mother. I won’t be a stranger as I am
hoping to be able to visit the grade 6 students for their
graduation later this term before they say goodbye to us
and take the big leap into secondary school.
I wish everyone the best of luck with the final term of 2020. I’ve been immensely proud of
our school community throughout our Covid experience. Our students, staff and families
have shown a great amount of tenacity, resilience and flexibility during this tough time and
I look forward to returning in 2021 to a Dinjerra school filled with beautiful smiles, laughter,
and wonderful motivated learners.

Catherine Robertson
Assistant Principal

HATS FOR TERM 4

PARKING IN STAFF CAR PARK

All Government Primary Schools are expected to ensure that all
children (and staff) wear sun-smart hats in Terms 4 and 1. The
school uniform hat is available from the office at a nominal cost.
Australia has one of the highest rates of skin cancer in the world
and the experts put much of this down to exposure to the sun.

During Term 3 parents dropping off the small
number of students who needed to come to
school used the school car park. With Grade Prep,
1 & 2 now returning to school in Term 4, I must
ask parents to stop using the car park for drop off
or pick-up.

I personally have a skin type that is particularly susceptible to
burning and I have had to have many small and large skin cancers
removed over the years. My Skin Specialist assures me that
although those of us with pale skin are most susceptible, all skin
types no matter what type of skin colour or ethnic background
can and do get skin cancers. Please ensure that your child, if they
are attending school in Term 4 has a school hat. Children without
school hats will not be able to play in the sun, not be able to do
PE and will not be able to go on excursions, if they ever happen
again.

NO HAT NO PLAY!

The car park is small and there is only enough
room for the school staff to park their cars. We
also get deliveries with larger trucks needing to
take up the Delivery Space. It is dangerous to mix
pedestrian traffic and cars. We do not have
available staff to stand and police this, so we
expect parents to do the right thing.
The only exception is for parents dropping off and

picking up their children at Kelly Club or if a
parent needs to use the disabled space to visit
the office.

Prep/1
This term the prep/1 children have proved that Covid-19 was no barrier to them learning and completing wonderful
work!
Each morning we have looked forward to logging onto Webex and seeing all of the happy faces smiling at us
through the computer screen. The children have enjoyed interacting with one another and playing word and number
games with their class and sharing stories and experiences. Pyjama Friday, scavenger hunts and Vooks have been a
highlight for some, along with Wellness Tuesday.
The children have become very ICT savvy this term. Many are taking their own photos and videos of their work and
uploading them on to Seesaw for the teachers to see and give feedback.
A huge thankyou to all parents, carers and family members who have supported the prep/1 students throughout
this term. Our work with the children and their learning would not have been possible if it was not for you.
We are so excited to be returning to school next term. We cannot wait to see all of the children (in person) and
share wonderful learning experiences in the classroom!

2/3 Newsletter
What a term of learning it has been in the 2/3 area! Despite being a term of remote learning, the students have
maintained their engagement and continued to work hard to be safe, thoughtful, Dinjerra learners.
In Reading, we have continued to build fluency and comprehension by reading online using Epic, and
participating in Guided Reading groups.
In Writing, we used our Writer’s Notebook to develop ideas. It was wonderful to see students getting creative at
home and sharing with each other.
In Numeracy, we have covered a range of topics such as number patterns and symmetry, in which the children
were able to demonstrate their understanding at home.
In Inquiry, we learned about Civics and Citizenship, and understanding that though rules and laws may be fair
to some, they may be unfair to others. We learned about the current campaign to ‘Free the Flag’, and
demonstrated our opinions through posters and letters.
We have also been highly focussed on Social and Emotional wellbeing, with the introduction of a ‘Wellbeing
Wednesday’ classroom, involving various games and activities to support students’ mental health. Last week
was ‘RUOK? Day’ and students created some wonderful slogans.
We look forward to seeing all our wonderful students back at school next term.

