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Term 1

No. 01 Thursday 4th February 2021

Principal’s Message
Welcome Back and Thank You!
Welcome back to Dinjerra for the 2021 school year. It has been pleasing to see how smoothly all students have settled back into their
school environment. There is definitely a sense of calm at Dinjerra, and as the new principal, I have felt truly welcomed by all
students, families and staff. Thank you.

Essential Learning Packs
School Captains
Congratulations to our 2021 leaders on being selected for their leadership roles:
School Captains:

Mani Jorquera-Rudd and Kim Cao

Vice Captains:

Isabella Frisina and Andrew Teshome

I have met with the captains over lunch this week to discuss leadership roles, and look forward to working with the student leadership
group for this year.

Meet and Greet Parent Teacher Interviews
We have organised 'Meet and Greet' individual parent teacher interviews for Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd February from 3.45pm 5:55pm. This is Week 5. These initial meetings will be scheduled for ten minutes and will be an opportunity for parents to meet
classroom teachers and share information about their child/ren. Teachers will also be able to share student observations so far, and
any assessment collected. At this stage, interviews will be held on site in classrooms. Adults will need to practise physical distancing,
along with:
 Wearing masks whilst indoors
 Signing in via the QR codes posted outside classrooms regulations
 Leaving the premises as soon as interviews are finished
Booking will open via Compass on Monday 8th February, until Monday 15thFebruary.
Interpreters will be booked for families that require them.

Whole School Assemblies
Our first whole school assembly date will be Friday 12th February (Week 3). Assemblies will take place outdoors at the undercover
pencil area. Assemblies will be held at 3:15pm on a fortnightly basis on the odd weeks in term 1. Assemblies will be run by our School
Captains, and include singing of the National Anthem, various information for parents and students, and the receiving of our important
student awards, based on the display of our school values.
Whole School Assembly Dates for Term 1 are:

Week 3
Week 5
Week 7
Week 9

Friday 12th February
Friday 26th February
Friday 12th March
Friday 26th March
Thursday 1st April - 2:10pm (last day of term – 2:30pm
dismissal)

Week 10
School Council

School council elections are held at the beginning of every school year. Our 2021 members will need to be confirmed by March. At the
moment, School Council meets on the second Tuesday of every month. More information about 2021 elections will be included in the
upcoming newsletter.

Newsletter Dates for Term 1:
The newsletter will be published to parents on a fortnightly basis from Thursday 4 th February, on even weeks for term 1.
Newsletter publishing dates for term 1 are:
Week 2
Week 4
Week 6
Week 8
Week 10

Thursday 4th February
Thursday 18th February
Thursday 4th March
Thursday 18th March
Thursday 1st April (last day of term)

Term 1 Dates
Term
Term 1

Start Date
Students began on Thursday 28th January

Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Monday 19th April
Monday 12th July
Monday 4th October

Finish Date
Thursday 1st April
2:30pm dismissal
Friday 25th June
Friday 17th September
Friday 17th December

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see me before or after school, or email me on
Natalie.vulic@education.vic.gov.au .
Kind Regards,

Natalie.
Natalie Vulic
Principal

A message from the Acting Assistant Principal
Welcome Back to School 2021

Dear Parents and Guardians,
I would like to start this first newsletter for the year with a welcome to all our students and their families, with a special
mention to our 2021 Preps, who’s very first day of their formal school journey began last Thursday 28th January. A
momentous occasion and one worth celebrating. I would also like to give a special mention to all the new families who
have moved to our school this year and welcome them warmly. I hope you find Dinjerra Primary School a welcoming
community who live by our values of Learners, Safe, and Thoughtful in everything we do. The year has started smoothly
thanks to the efforts of our amazing staff, who came in during the holidays to set up their classrooms and prepare for
the students arrival.

Whole School Focus on Reading:
I would like to share with the School Community the importance of reading at
home with your child. An interesting fact about the amount of time children read
outside of school makes a huge difference to their reading over time. I have
included a visual representation that outlines the more children read at home,
the more exposure they get to new words, which helps them with their overall
learning by developing an extensive vocabulary.

Attendance:

As we are aware, children need to be at school all day every day for them to reach their full potential. We are continuing
our major focus on attendance this year with a specific focus on late arrivals and early leavers. There are often important
messages disseminated in the classroom at the start and end of the day and it can be very unsettling for students to
miss these. It can also be very hard for children to enter a classroom when all children are settled and working, worried
that they will become the centre of attention as children watch them enter. Please ensure children are here before 8.50
a.m and make appointments for children to attend after 3.30 p.m wherever possible. If your child arrives AFTER 9.00
a.m, they will need to collect a late pass from the office. Staff will make contact with you if your child is absent and we
have not been informed. Please be patient with us if you get multiple phone calls. We care about your children and want
them at school.

●
Sunsmart Policy: As part of the School’s Sunsmart Policy, children are required to wear a hat whilst outside during term
1 and 4, otherwise they will be directed to the shaded pergola area. Sunscreen is also available in every classroom and
children are encouraged to apply throughout the day. It is a good idea to send your child with sunscreen at the start of
the day as well.

Camps, Sports and Excursion Funds (CSEF): Students of families, who have an eligible Health Care Card, can apply for a
grant from the Government of $125. Please bring your current Health Care Card to the office and complete the form.

Mr. Catterson

Face Masks
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Please see below an update on the wearing of masks from the department of education.
'Following the Government’s announcements regarding new state-wide restrictions that came into effect at 11:59pm
on Wednesday 3 February, there is new guidance for schools regarding the wearing of masks. People aged 12 and over
must wear a fitted face mask when in public indoor spaces unless there is a lawful reason not to.
Students aged 12 or older must wear a face mask indoors when at school, unless they are attending a primary school,
an Outside school hours care (OHSC) program or an exception applies.
Children under 12 years of age and students at primary school or attending an OHSC program are not required to wear
face masks.
School staffs are not required to wear face masks while teaching or caring, but those who wish to do so, can. Staff must
wear face masks in indoor areas of the school when not teaching or caring.
Visitors to school sites must also wear masks when indoors. Please ensure anyone on your school site is aware of the
updated face mask requirements.'
Kind Regards,

Mrs. Vulic and Mr. Catterson

It’s been a wonderful start to the year in the Prep-1 area. The preps have been learning the routines of school,
while our grade ones have been wonderful role models. We would like to thank you for helping your children to
settle into school well.
In the coming days you will receive information on an app called Seesaw, which will help us to stay connected
and keep you informed of your child’s work throughout the week.
Some reminders: Please complete the school nurse form as soon as possible and return to the office.
We will run Parent Workshops via WebEx in week 3 and 4. These sessions will help you with Home Reading.

Spelling and Word Work:

Maths:

The preps have been investigating the letter names and

The children have been discovering different

sounds, we have studied Mm. They have been doing

ways to make 5 using various materials.

rainbow writing of the letter Mm and listening to words
that start with the sound. The grade ones are looking at
where they can hear and see the sounds in the words such
as ‘m’ can be at the beginning of a word or at the end of
the word and learning to use a dictionary.

Writing:
In writing the children have been listening to
stories and drawing and writing about themselves
and their families.

Reading:

School Values:

We are having fun reading big books and nursery rhymes

The children are learning about our school values,

and learning about how a book works such as front cover,
back cover, blurb, title and author. The children are
learning about reading independently. The children
listened to the story Mrs Wishy Washy and responded by
drawing the main character.

We are thoughtful, We are Safe and We are
Learners. During the week P/1L and P/1W work
together to discuss, unpack and practise how to
use different areas of the school safely,
thoughtfully and as learners. We have learnt how
to use the toilets correctly and play in the
quadrangle.

Grade 4/5/6 Learning

Welcome back to all grade 4/5/6 students and families! It has been an exciting start to 2021
so far. We have been busy organising our Reading, Writing and Math’s workshops.
The students have settled into their new learning spaces and are Safe, Thoughtful Learners.
We are ready for another year of great learning! If you have any questions feel free to come
in and chat to your child’s teacher.

