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You know what they say, ‘Time flies when you’re having fun!’ Week 6 already, can you believe it! Over the last two weeks, we have                         

seen a lot of action: Our Prep students enjoy their first Wednesday at school, our 2/3 students participate in their Healthy Humans                      

incursion, and today our 5/6 students have experienced their long-awaited surfing excursion, albeit a bit chilly. As we head into the long                      

weekend, please take some time to read the following important messages. 

 

Curriculum Day  - Friday March 5th 

 

A friendly reminder that there will be no school for students on:  

● Friday March 5th - Curriculum Day Building a Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum in Mathematics 

● Monday March 8th - Labour Day Public Holiday  

 

The focus for our staff on our March 5th Curriculum Day is Building a Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum in Mathematics. We are                      

fortunate enough to have a well-respected Mathematics Consultant working with the Dinjerra staff in 2021. Chris Botheras will be                   

facilitating the day, taking our staff through the process of collaboratively building high quality curriculum documentation and teaching                  

and learning practices in Mathematics. 

I would like to open up the morning ‘theory’ session from 8:45am-10:00 for any interested family members to join us. This part of the                        

day will be focused around responding to professional reading and understanding the big picture of building whole school Mathematics                   

curriculum. If you would like to attend, please email me on natalie.vulic@education.vic.gov.au . 
 

Our Out of School Hours Care provider, Kelly Club is kindly facilitating a FREE ‘holiday style activities program’ on Friday 5th March, in                       

the event that you need to organise care for your child/ren. Please either book online or contact the Kelly Club team on 0433 329 934. 

  

Please also mark the following 2021 Curriculum Days in your calendars: 

Monday 24th May  - Term 2, Week 7 - Unpacking High Impact Teaching Strategy: Explicit Teaching in Literacy 

Monday 26th July  - Term 3, Week 3 - Creating a Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum In Writing 

 

Road Safety 

Thank you to the students and families who are travelling to and from school in a safe manner, whether walking, riding or driving.  

This is a reminder to all students and families that we must do our absolute best to practise road safety and follow all safety rules. In                          

regards to riding, all bike riders must wear helmets riding to and from school. When you enter school grounds, you must walk your bike                        

to and from the bike racks, to ensure safety for our walking pedestrians.  

In regards to parking, it has come to my attention that there are families parking illegally on the nature strip in front of the school in the                           

morning and afternoon. Although this may seem convenient, this is not allowed, and also adds to the traffic congestion at busy times of                       

the day. If you are driving to school, please park around the corner in (Melon Street), or across the road (South Road), and then walk                         

into the school, taking advantage of the supervised road crossing.  

 

I thank you all in working together to keep our students and families safe.  
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Our Community Vegetable Garden - help needed 

 

Our vegetable garden is all set up and ready to go, but in need of some vegetables and some gardeners! I have met with Kylie Kirk                          

(mum of Jordan G from P/1W). Many of you know that Kylie organised the successful gardening working bee last year. Kylie introduced                      

me to Rose from Bunnings, who is kindly working with us to plan out our garden. We have a vision of introducing lots of colour to our                           

front garden, but for the time being, we will be focusing on getting our vegetable garden up and running, in time with the planting                        

season.  

 

Bunnings has kindly donated some Fothergills seedlings kits so each child can grow seedlings in the classroom, in preparation for                    

planting these into our vegetable garden. To encourage student and parent participation, we will be sending a note home next week                     

with students, to ask families about vegetables they might grow at home, and if they would like to plant some of these vegetables in our                         

community vegetable garden. We are envisioning an array of vegetables in our garden, from the many different cultures of the Dinjerra                     

community.  

 

We would like to ask any interested family members to join us on a planting afternoon on Monday 15th March from 2:00pm to                       

4:00pm, where families may bring in seedlings from their own gardens, to plant. We have a supply of garden tools, and we are keen for                         

as many volunteers as possible to help and even just take a look around the garden (it is pretty bare at the moment). After this initial                          

planting date, we will have the garden open on other afternoons, for parents and family members to tend to the vegetables as needed.                       

As you can imagine, the possibility of where our community garden could take us is endless, however, most importantly, we see it being                       

such a fabulous way for our community members to connect and contribute.  

 

In other connected news, as a fundraiser, we will be manning the sausage sizzle at Bunnings on Sunday April 25th (ANZAC Day). This                       

is a great and easy fundraiser for us, but we can’t do it without family support. We will be looking for volunteers to donate a few hours of                            

their day. If you are keen to help out, please contact me via email on natalie.vulic@education.vic.gov.au , detailing your available time                     

on Sunday 25th April. Thanks in advance.  

 

Kind Regards, 

Natalie  

 

Natalie Vulic  

Principal 
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A message from the Acting Assistant Principal - Mr. Catterson 

 

Welcome to Week 6! As your child moves through primary school, they will speak with greater fluency and with a greater                     

knowledge of the world. Below are some ideas you can easily implement to help your child with speaking and listening                    

skills. Good control of vocabulary and the ability to listen are essential skills for all experienced learners.  

 

 

Talking with your child 

Regularly talking and interacting with your child extends their language and listening skills, and helps grow their                 

confidence with language. Include your child when discussing everyday activities such as grocery shopping, gardening,               

cooking dinner, collecting mail from the mailbox, doing housework, and travelling in the car or bus. Outings can also                   

provide a world of new vocabulary. Discussion during outings can enrich your child’s understanding of the world. Outings                  

might include going to the park, the zoo, a shopping centre, museums, libraries and art galleries.  
 

Other fun activities can include:  

● Share rhymes, poems and songs. 

● Encourage your child to join in.  

● Share and talk about family histories and family photos.  

● Look at picture books or art books. 

● Ask your child to describe what is happening in the pictures and make up stories together.  

● Collect cardboard and other household items for your child to build with. Ask your child to describe what they                   

are building.  

● Look at ‘junk mail’ and talk about the things for sale.  

● Listen to simple radio programs or podcasts together and discuss the content.  

● Play vocabulary games with your child such as, “what’s the opposite of ….?” (for example, “what’s the opposite                  

of big?”) and “what’s another word for….?” (for example, “what’s another word for angry?”) 
 

Oral storytelling is a great way to extend your child’s speaking and listening skills, and to expand their memory and                    

imagination. Either you can tell the story, or you can encourage your child to tell the story. Storytelling might be about:  
 

●  your child’s favourite toy 

● another family member 

●  a pet 

●  a favourite fictional character from a book or television program 

●  a famous person 

●  the work of people from different professions, such as astronauts, firefighters, nurses and teachers 

●  an imaginary world with imaginary characters and an imaginary animal that can speak. 
Kind regards, 
 
Mr. Catterson 

HELPING YOUR CHILD TO SPEAK AND LISTEN 



 
Year 2/3 Learning  

 

The 2/3 students have settled into the Reading, Writing and Maths workshops. In Reading, the students have been 
using their prior knowledge and evidence from the text to make predictions about the texts they are reading.  In 

Writing, the students have been looking at different traits of writing in particular Voice and Word Choice. In Maths, the 
students have been investigating number patterns and counting.  

 
The students have also continued their Inquiry and investigating healthy choices. Luke from Daley Nutrition visited us 

and taught us about healthy food choices and how the choices we make can affect our bodies! He also answered many 
of the wonderings the students had about food.  The students enjoyed his visit and tasting the healthy snacks he 

brought to share.  
 

 



Year 4/5/6 Learning   

The 4/5/6 students have been very busy learners! In Reading, they have been using the inferring reading strategy to 
help them develop a deeper understanding about texts. They have been looking for clues in the text, using their prior 

knowledge and giving evidence to support their inferences. 
 

In Writing, the students have been working through the Writing Process to create engaging stories. They have written 
a detailed plan to organise their ideas with a purpose and message for their readers. The students are at the drafting 

stage of the process and we can’t wait to share some published pieces soon! 
 

In Maths, the students have been learning about different strategies to solve addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and/or division problems. They have been finding efficient strategies, sharing them with others and continue to 

develop confidence solving problems 
 

  
 

Congratulations to our 2021 Leaders 
Sports Captain: Leah, Tue, Lex, April, Ethan, Isabella M, Jakob, Alen 

Digital Leader: Charlie, Jordan, Moni and Ella. 
Class Captain: Winta and Eshanth. 

 
Every Friday, the students have Inter-school Sports training so please remember to pack enough food for our growing 

and moving bodies. 
 

On Friday the 19th of February, Toula Hristoforidis and Mirsadet Osmani 
 from Braybrook College visited our school to talk about secondary school. The students asked lots of questions and 

are excited about the different programs they offer. 
If you are interested in a school tour, they have a Twilight Expo for families on Wednesday 10th March, 5.00pm - 

7.00pm. 
  

-  
 

Keep up the great learning 4/5/6 
-Miss Emily & Mr John 



 

 

 

 


