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Principal’s Message
To our wonderful Dinjerra community,
Congratulations to everyone on an action packed Term 1! Our students have settled into their learning routines, and begun working on their
individual learning goals in Reading, Writing and Mathematics. All Grade Prep to 6 students have immersed themselves in a variety of Inquiry
learning units over the term, including: Marvellous Me in P/1, Healthy Eating in 2/3, and Geography in 4/5/6, and our 4/5/6 students have
begun training for Inter-School Sports.
Our School Wide Positive Behaviour system has become a part of our everyday routine. Students have displayed the school values of we are
safe, we are thoughtful, we are learners. They have received tokens for their Green and Houses, which has contributed to the fortnightly
tally count to the winning house receiving ‘reward time’. Our school captains, class captains and leaders have begun their leadership roles. I
have particularly enjoyed working with our school captains Alice, Manny, Isabella and Andrew (pictured below), and I have already seen the
growth in their presentation skills at assembly.
Our staff members have shown their dedication to improving student outcomes and wellbeing. Our Professional Learning Community has
worked collaboratively to revise and enhance our current curriculum documentation and teaching practices. Thank you to all the parents,
grandparents, aunties, uncles, cousins and family members who have supported your children this term. It has been wonderful to connect with
so many of you already. All staff, students and families have welcomed me kindly to Dinjerra. Thank you. The biggest congratulations goes out
to our students. Well done on a productive, successful and happy term! A special congratulations goes out to our Prep students on their first
term at school! Well done! It feels like you have been coming to school for years!
Over the holidays. I am looking forward to spending time with my children, Tommy and Lillian, and my husband Danny. We will spend a few
days in Country Victoria, in Danny’s hometown, Pyramid Hill. It is a special time for my children to see their grandmother ‘Baba Kosa’, and for
us to relax and unwind and take things slowly, in a small town of around 430 people. I can already smell the aromas of the kitchen, and look
forward to enjoying my mother-in law’s cooking!
I hope you have an enjoyable break with your families. I realise many of our families celebrate
Easter at different times, or hold different cultural celebrations to Easter. I also appreciate that
for some families, parents will continue to work through the holidays, and logistics can become
quite a challenge. Nevertheless, the holiday period is such a precious time to connect with our
loved ones. I hope you all enjoy the time you have together, and that you all remain safe, and
drive safely if you are going away.
Happy Holidays!
Natalie.
Natalie Vulic - Principal
● Today we finish at 1:30pm. Assembly is at 1:00pm.
● The first day of Term 2 is Monday 19th April.

Assembly Roster Term 2:
Week 2 - 30th April

Week 4 - 14th May

Week 6 - 28th May

Week 8 - 11th June

Week 10 25th June

A message from the Acting Assistant Principal - Mr. Catterson
Dear Dinjerra Families and Carers,,
The end of Term 1 is upon us and I wanted to acknowledge all the hard work our students and teachers have done throughout this
term. Our students have been engaged in many valuable learning experiences across the school. Over the past few weeks our
students have participated in the Life Education Sessions, surfing excursion and Harmony day. A great opportunity to learn and share
in experiences that were limited last year due to remote teaching and learning.

Although Term One finishes at the end of March, the need for sun protection continues until the end of April. The sun’s ultraviolet
(UV) rays are still at damaging levels. Check the SunSmart UV Alert daily at www.sunsmart.com.au for local sun protection times and
ensure that students use a combination of the five Sun Smart steps during those times. Slip on cool, covering clothing that covers as
much skin as possible. Slop on SPF 30+ broad spectrum sunscreen. Make sure you apply a generous amount and keep reapplying it
throughout the day. It normally only lasts around 2 hours. Make sure to check the use by date. Slap on a wide brimmed hat that
shades the face, neck and ears (Baseball or peak caps don’t provide adequate protection). Seek shade – try a shady tree, verandah,
pergola or shade sail! Slide on some sunglasses (if practical for your setting). They should be labelled AS 1067 so you know they are
UV protected.

Great moments to mention over the last few weeks:
● Excited prep students coming to school full time and enjoying their time at school.
● Our Year 6 students, super proud to be wearing their new Year 6 bomber jackets. They look very smart!
● Students taking care of our environment by helping to tidy up the school ground.
● Our buddies collaborated and supported our Prep students when playing outside at recess and lunch.
● Year 6 students showing great sportsmanship during training of the Interschool sport games.
● Honest students handing in coins when they have found them in the yard.
● Students enthusiastically engaging in their learning and demonstrating our school values of: Learner, Safe and Thoughtful
● Our school captains confidently presented their first school assembly.
● Students demonstrating compassion and caring towards their peers.
Holidays are upon us again and if you are heading away somewhere locally or interstate please travel safely and enjoy the break. We
look forward to seeing you when school commences for Term 2 on Monday, 19th April.

Dear Parents and Carers,
I sincerely hope you all have a very enjoyable Easter holiday, it has been a very busy and productive
term. Please find below some tips we have sourced from the Department site around the importance
of talking with your child and simple activities you may trial at home.

Talking with your child
Regularly talking and interacting with your child extends their language and listening skills and helps grow their confidence with
language. Include your child when discussing everyday activities such as grocery shopping, gardening, cooking dinner, collecting mail
from the mailbox, doing housework, and travelling in the car or bus. Outings can also provide a world of new vocabulary. Discussion
during outings can enrich your child’s understanding of the world. Outings might include going to the park, the zoo, a shopping centre,
museums, libraries and art galleries.

Other fun activities can include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Share rhymes, poems and songs.
Encourage your child to join in.
Share and talk about family histories and family photos.
Look at picture books or art books.
Ask your child to describe what is happening in the pictures and make up stories together.
Collect cardboard and other household items for your child to build with. Ask your child to describe what they are building.
Look at ‘junk mail’ and talk about the things for sale.
Listen to simple radio programs or podcasts together and discuss the content.

Play vocabulary games with your child such as, “what’s the opposite of ….?” (for example, “what’s the opposite of big?”) and “what’s
another word for….?” (for example, “what’s another word for happy?”).
Oral storytelling
Storytelling is a great way to extend your child’s speaking and listening skills, and to expand their memory and imagination. Either you
can tell the story, or you can encourage your child to tell the story.
Storytelling might be about:
●
●
●
●

your child’s favourite toy, another family member
a pet, a favourite fictional character from a book or television program
a famous person, an imaginary animal that can speak.
the work of people from different professions, such as astronauts, firefighters, nurses and teachers

Here are some tips to start your storytelling: Make it exciting, with different voices, puppets, or a finger play. Have a dress-up box
for your child to use for storytelling and imaginative play.Start with what interests your child.Start by creating a character and a setting.
Kind regards,
Mr. Catterson

Prep/1 Learning

Harmony Day
On Friday the 19th, March we celebrated Harmony Day as a school community. During the week we read Whoever
You Are and I’m Australian by Mem Fox and All Are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold. These books helped us to
understand the meaning of Harmony Day. On Harmony Day we made headbands which said ‘Everyone Belongs’.
We decorated our hand for our class poster to show we all belong. We celebrated our uniqueness and differences
through sharing which countries our families come from and the different food and languages we speak. We
formed a big love heart with our bodies to show ‘Everyone Belongs’ no matter what colour hair or skin we have and
we will always show love and kindness towards everyone. We finished our morning with sharing lunch with our
family. It was fabulous to see all the families together.

Year 2/3 Learning
Wow! What a busy term it has been in the 2/3 learning area. We cannot
believe we are already at the end of term 1. We concluded this term with
our excursion to Central West. The 2/3 students used the information they
had learned about healthy choices to create a shopping list for the healthy
eating picnic. We walked down to the supermarket where the students
made their purchases. With help from their teachers, the students prepared
the food and enjoyed their picnic in the quadrangle. It was a great way to
celebrate all they had learned.
The students have also been working hard on a persuasive writing piece.
They are displayed in the 2/3 learning area. We welcome you to visit the
area and read the great writing!

Year 4/5/6 Learning
We have been focusing on Geography and published information posters to share our learning about different countries.
The students focused on researching information using online resources and summarised the information in their own
words.
Did you know…..
● 69 % of Japan is covered in bushes and trees.

In Maths, we have been exploring Patterns and Algebra. The students have been describing, continuing and creating
number patterns from different starting points.
Challenge: Can you continue the following pattern?
4, 8, 12, 16……
2, 4, 8, 16, 32….
What's the missing number?
62 + ? = 93

