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Principal’s Message
Welcome back to Term 2
Already we are in the swing of term 2! We hope you all have a lovely break with your
loved ones. I had a heart-filled holiday, just being ‘mum’ to Tommy and Lily. We
visited their grandma, my husband’s mum, ‘Baba Kosa’, in Pyramid Hill, visited the
zoo, the museum and also celebrated Lily’s 3rd birthday. I needed a holiday to get
over the jam-packed holiday! I am happy to be back at school and seeing all of the
students’ smiling faces, and to see them engaged in their learning with their teachers.

Lest We Forget - ANZAC Day commemoration
Last Friday morning, our school captains, Manny and Alice, and vice captains,
Andrew and Isabella, conducted our ANZAC commemorative service via our
loud speaker at lunch eating time at 11:00am. The students spoke eloquently,
and summarised information about ANZAC Day and its importance. Andrew
read ‘The Ode’, we played ‘The Last Post’, and the whole school stopped for
one minute’s silence, to pay respects to the soldiers who have served our
country in times of war. The captains decided to repeat part of their
commemoration at our whole school assembly on Friday afternoon. We are
lucky to be able to nurture our Gallipoli Oak, which is located in the quadrangle,
outside the doors to the staffroom.
We come from a multitude of cultural backgrounds at Dinjerra, with a range of life experiences, and we respectfully acknowledge people
who have served, or been affected by any type of war.
Farewell to Seany Watts
Last Friday, we farewelled long-time and well-loved staff member, Seany Watts. Seany has begun her new role at Ascot Vale Heights
Special School, and we wish her all the best for her next step in her teaching career. Students wrote tributes to Seany and some shared
these at assembly last Friday. Here is one from Prep/1W:
Ms Seany
She likes to teach us Maths.
She is as special as a queen and a diamond in the sky.
She looks like Princess Belle.
She is as pretty as a sparkling star.
Thank you for teaching us.
Goodbye, we will miss you.
From Prep/1W.

Welcome to new classroom teacher, May Oya
We welcome May Oya as the new classroom teachers for P/1W. May has settled in well, and the P/1W students have experienced a
smooth transition.
NAPLAN 2021
The NAPLAN (National Assessment Program - Literacy And Numeracy) period is coming up in Week 3 for our grade 3 and grade 5
students. Please see the timetable below:
Year

Day 1:
Tuesday 11th May

Day 2:
Wednesday 12th May

Day 3:
Thursday 13th May

Scheduled Catch Up
Day:
Friday 14th May

Between
9:00 and
11:00am

Language
Conventions:
year 3 and 5 45 minutes

Reading:
year 3 - 45 minutes
year 5 - 50 minutes

Numeracy:
year 3 - 45 minutes
year 5 - 50 minutes

Any tests not sat on the
3 previous days can be
completed on this day

Between
12:00pm and
1:00pm

Writing:
year 3 and 5 40 minutes

The purpose of NAPLAN is to provide governments, education authorities, schools and the community with nationally comparable data
about how Australian students are meeting educational outcomes in the key areas of literacy and numeracy. As a school, we use
NAPLAN data to measure the effectiveness of our teaching and learning programs.
This year, part of the NAPLAN test dates fall upon Eid, the celebration to the end of Ramadan. If your grade 3 or grade 5 child will not
be attending school due to the Eid celebration, please contact me at the office, in order to arrange a catch up test date for your child.
Curriculum Day - Monday 24th May
We will have a planned pupil free day on the Monday 24th of May, when we will hold our third curriculum day of the year. Students will
not come to school, however Kelly Club will be open and available for student bookings.
The focus of our curriculum day will be on Explicit Instruction in Reading. Explicit Instruction is one of the 10 High Impact Teaching
Strategies (HITS), and with high quality implementation, has a positive correlation with student achievement. Our leadership team will
facilitate the day, alongside our Teaching Partners, Johnny and Odette, from the Department. Johnny and Odette are working with
Dinjerra in 2021 to support us as we focus on the teaching and learning of Reading.
School Review - coming up in Term 3
Every 4 years, every government school goes through a School Review process, where an external reviewer works with the school to
reflect on the past four years, and set the goals for the upcoming four years. Our School Review is booked for late August in Term 3.
We are looking forward to sharing more about the process as we get closer to August.
Promotion of the School
You may have noticed the black mesh has been removed from our school fence. Now we can showcase to the local community what
marvellous and spacious grounds we have at Dinjerra. We have taken new photos of our school (thanks to Angelika Govender
Photography) and we look forward to promoting Dinjerra to the local kindergartens shortly. If you know families who have a child starting
Prep next year, please let them know they can book an individual tour of the school with me. Also, if you have a younger child planning
to join their older sibling/s at Dinjerra in 2022, please come into the office and fill in an enrolment form. Knowing enrolment numbers
early helps us in planning the 2022 grade structures.
Mother’s Day Stall
Our Mother’s Day stall is stocked up, ready to sell. A note will have gone home about the gifts that will be on sale. Thank you to our
fundraising committee, led by Deb Domas and Michael Vougarellis. Thank you to our community volunteers for sorting, wrapping and
displaying the gifts. This year, our raised funds will go towards funding for a new playground, and air conditioning in classrooms.
Parent Helper Induction Session
Are you interested in volunteering as a classroom helper at Dinjerra? Please see the note sent home about another wonderful way to
engage in our school community. If you would like to help out in the classroom, art rom, on excursions, covering books, and many other
ways, please attend our induction session on Thursday 6th May from 9:00-10:00am in Ivy Leach’s P/1L classroom. Thank you to Ivy in
organising this important work for our school.

Community Garden Vision meeting
All community members are invited to attend a ‘Community Garden Vision’ meeting on Friday 21st of May at 2:30pm in the staff room.
We would like to hear from you about how you would like to see our Garden work, its purpose, and your ideas for its future. Kylie, our
Gardening committee leader and I are looking forward to brainstorming with you.
Martha McIntrye’s book donations
A huge thank you goes out to our generous friend of Dinjerra, Martha McIntyre, who has kindly donated hundreds of books for our
classroom libraries. Martha’s grandson Rory is an avid reader, and we are so fortunate that we are able to build up our classroom library
stock. Thank you to Grade 6 students Amy Tran and Leah Oreallana, who stamped the books, and then organised for students
representatives from each
grade to come and choose
some suitable books for their
classroom libraries.
Another note on books …
Introducing Sip and Cover!
We are looking for parents
and community members to
assist in covering newly
purchased books with clear
contact covering. Why not sip
a coffee, cover a book, and
chat with other Dinjerra family
members!
Sip and cover will run each Wednesday, from 2:30-3:30pm. Please just sign in at the office and make your way to the staff room.
If you have any queries about Sip and Cover, please contact Nazlia Edwards (intervention leader) or Hong Tran (front office)
Important Dates for Term 2:
Please note: Whole School Assembly Dates for Term 2: Fortnightly at 3:10pm on odd weeks on the below dates.
Week Beginning

Date

Item

Week 3 - starting 3rd May

-over the course of the week
-Thursday 6th May @9:00am
-Thursday 6th May @2:30pm
-Friday 7th May @11:30am
-Friday 7th May @3:10pm

-Mother’s Day Stall
-Classroom Helper induction session
-Maribyrnong Mayor Cnr Michael Clarke’s visit (grade 4/5/6)
-Grade 4/5/6 Inter-School Sport begins
-Whole School Assembly

Week 4 - starting 10th May

-Tuesday 11th to Friday 14th May

-NAPLAN assessment for grade 3 and grade 5 students

Week 5- starting 17th May

-Friday 21st May @2:30pm
-Friday 21st May @3:10pm

-Community Garden Vision Meeting
-Whole School Assembly

Week 6- starting 24th May

-Monday 24th May - all day
-Saturday 29th May

-Curriculum Day - no school for students
-Bunnings Sunshine Sausage Sizzle fundraiser

Week 7- starting 31st May

-Friday 4th June @3:10pm

-Whole School Assembly

Week 9- starting 14th June

-Monday 14th June - all day
-Friday 18th June @3:10pm
-Friday 18th June @3:10pm

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
-Whole School Assembly
- Semester 2 Reports Live on Compass for parents

Week 10- starting 21st
June

-Monday 21st / Tuesday 22nd June
-Friday 25th June @1:30pm
-Friday 25th June @2:00pm

-Parent Teacher Interviews
-Whole School Assembly
-End of term dismissal

Week 8- starting 07th June

Kind Regards,
Natalie.

A message from the Acting Assistant Principal - Mr. Catterson

Dear Parents/Carers and Guardians,
Welcome back to school for another exciting and busy term of
learning. I hope you had a great Easter, celebrating with family and
friends. We also hope you relaxed over the holidays, taking time to
recharge those batteries – as I did. I spent some time in Perth at my
friend’s wedding. It was really good to get away and celebrate my
friend’s special day. I even got a special mention from the bridal party
because I had travelled the furthest to the wedding.Unfortunately
their families could not travel from Ireland due to Covid-19.
I would also like to acknowledge our families who are currently
undertaking Ramadan, a time for fasting between sunrise and
sunset. Ramadan is the month of fasting in which Muslims abstain
from food and water and offer prayers for gratitude and forgiveness
ending in the joyous occasion of Eid, a day where families gather and
celebrate.

Attendance: Coming to school EVERY DAY your child is well is the

most important thing you can do to support your child’s learning. Did you
know that missing one day a fortnight is the same as missing 4 whole
weeks of school a year? If this occurs every year from Prep to Year 12
that adds up to 1.5 years of school missed! Sometimes there are very
good reasons why a student can’t come to school. Other times students
are reluctant to come to school or frequently ask to come home early.
Please contact the school, your child’s teacher or a member of the
Leadership Team if you would like support getting your child to school
EVERY DAY.

Term 2 and 3
Please ensure that your child comes to school with a warm jacket or jumper. All students will be sent out to play during
recess and lunchtime unless it is raining or there is an extreme weather timetable.. It is important that they have the
opportunity to stretch their legs and get some fresh air during the day. Any items brought to school should have your
child’s name CLEARLY written on them.
Kind regards,
Mr. Catterson

PARENT / GUARDIAN INFORMATION AND CONSENT LETTER
(For Year 4 to Year 6 students only)
2021 Student Attitudes to School Survey

WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction, and are
conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school.
The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist our school to gain an
understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Students will be asked about their thoughts and feelings
in relation to their school, their learning, peer relationships, bullying and life in general.
Students from Year 4 to 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during school
hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child.
Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any time.
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that may be
used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey are kept anonymous in the response
file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your
child’s responses is protected at all times.
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period - Monday 10th May April to Friday
11 June. The survey takes around 20-45 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time.
The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form throughout the survey period. All survey data
that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be identified. Data
suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year level.
If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit:
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher, or contact the Department at
attitudes.school.survey@education.vic.gov.au.
Yours sincerely,
The Department of Education and Training Victoria

Prep/1 Learning
Reading: In reading, the Prep/One children are learning about the Reading Comprehension Strategy Prior Knowledge.
Activating our prior knowledge is discussing what we already know about a topic, person or object. Our prior knowledge
comes from experiences we have had or books we have read. We have the most amazing discussions about our reading.
Spelling: We have been revising all the letters and sounds from last term such as m,s,f,a,p,t,c and i. We have been making
CVC (consonant, vowel, consonant words) words and CCVC (consonant, consonant, vowel, consonant) words.
Writing: We have been learning to write recounts, using time words to begin our sentences such as yesterday, last month,
then, next, after that. The children are using a picture prompt to inspire their writing.
Maths: We have been learning to use ordinal number to show the position of an object or person. The children have had
lots of fun drawing and acting out races to show this concept.

