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Principal’s Message
Plans for Returning to Face to Face Learning:
Woohoo! We have a plan! As you have read in previous communication on Compass, we are planning for the resumption of
face to face learning. I will post more detailed information over the next week on how we are ensuring the return is safe for all
of our students, staff and families. In the meantime, I would like to communicate confirmation of the return dates below.
These are different to dates of other government schools, because as you know, we submitted a proposal to the Department
of Education (DET) to keep our current grade structures together.
I can confirm the following:
Grade / Year level

Date of First Return

Days of week onsite

Grades Prep/1L and Prep/1W

Week 3: Monday 18th of October

Grades 2/3S and 2/3V

Week 3: Grade 2s only: Thursday 21st October Thursday and Friday
Week 4: Grade 3s join Grade 2s: Thursday
28th October

Grade 4/5C

Week 4: Tuesday 26th October

Tuesday and Wednesday

Grade 5/6C

Week 4: Thursday 28th October

Thursday and Friday

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

*unfortunately we did not receive permission from DET to restart the grade 3 students on the same week as their grade 2
classmates. This was due to the Victorian Roadmap return week for grade 3 students being a week later than what we had
proposed. Grade 3s will continue Remote and Flexible Learning (RFL) in week 3, and return in week 4, as above.
Over the week, the amount of students we would have onsite (excluding onsite attendance students (essential workers /
vulnerable status)) will be under 80 students at any one time, under 50 students on Mondays.
For those who prefer a calendar, here are the dates of return, plus some important dates:

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 3:
18th October

P/1L and P/1W

P/1L and P/1W

P/1L and P/1W

Grade 2s from
2/3S and 2/3V

Grade 2s from
2/3S and 2/3V

Week 4:
25th October

P/1L and P/1W

P/1L and P/1W
Grade 4/5C

P/1L and P/1W
Grade 4/5C

2/3S and 2/3V
Grade 5/6C

2/3S and 2/3V
Grade 5/6C

Week 5:
1st November

Student Free Day

Melbourne Cup
Day public
holiday

Prep/1
Grade 4/5C

2/3S and 2/3V
Grade 5/6C

Proposed date of
return date for all
prep to 6 students

Continue with Remote and Flexible Learning on the non face to face days:
On days where students are not scheduled for face to face learning onsite, students will continue with Remote and Flexible
Learning via WebEx, SeeSaw, Google Meet and Google Classroom.
Onsite Attendance
Onsite attendance for essential workers and vulnerable students will continue to run during this transition period. Onsite
attendance students will attend their normal classroom on the above designated days, and on other days, continue learning
re the onsite attendance structure that is already in place. Please continue to submit onsite attendance forms on a weekly
basis.
Ensuring Safety:
As a whole staff, and then as a follow up with the Leadership team, we have discussed important organisational items to
minimise interactions between year levels, such as: staggered finish times, different areas for recess and lunch breaks, etc. I
will communicate this level of information via Compass as we get closer to the return dates for students. Thank you for your
patience as we plan for the much anticipated return of our students!

Welcome to our Two Education Support Staff Members:
We are fortunate to welcome two amazing staff members to
Dinjerra. We have recruited Rosemary Stylianou (left) and Hina
Hussain (right) to our Education Support Staff team for Term 4.
Rosemary and Hina have already been getting to know our
students who are attending onsite and supporting them in their
learning. Once face to face learning resumes, Rosemary and
Hina will be assigned to classrooms, to support our students.
Some of you may know Hina as our Kelly Club Educator, for our
Out of School Hours Care, and also mother to Aryaan and
Zyaana. Rosemary’s previous experience was as a Learning
Support Officer in a School Readiness organisation. We are truly
lucky to have such wonderful people joining the Dinjerra team!

A message from the Assistant Principal - Catherine Robertson

Returning to Dinjerra
Wow! I can’t believe my 12 months of Maternity Leave has come to an end so
quickly. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time with Hendrix, watching him grow and
thrive with each milestone. He is not your typical Covid baby, he loves meeting
other people and especially loves other children. Hendrix has a very cheeky
personality with the cheeky smile to go with it. His favourite things are chasing
ducks at the park, swings, wrestling his dad, walks in his pram and waving to
people from our apartment balcony as they walk by. He can say ‘mum’ and ‘dad’
and is so very close to walking! He certainly keeps my days busy but fills them with
so much joy and laughter. Although my maternity leave didn’t go as I had planned
with the interruptions of Covid and lockdowns I have thoroughly enjoyed my time
spent with Hendrix.
I am now very excited to be returning to Dinjerra and to
be working alongside Natalie and the staff. It’s
unfortunate that the students and teachers have had
another year of interruptions with lockdowns.
Fortunately, there seems to be an end in sight with a
staggered return of students happening later this term. I
am very much looking forward to welcoming back the
students and seeing how much they’ve grown in the
time that I’ve been away.
I’d like to thank Mark for taking on my role during my
leave. He did a fantastic job supporting Natalie, staff
and the school community and we’re very lucky to have
him stay on as our Learning Specialist.

MATHS IN THE EARLY YEARS
MATHS MATTERS IN THE EARLY YEARS
As their child’s first teacher, families can help play a key role in developing the maths skills of children in early
life. Developing maths skills early in life gives children an important foundation for their learning and
development. A child’s first years are a time of rapid learning. Research tells us that babies are born with an
innate capacity to perceive the concept of numbers in their world. Numeracy skills help prepare a child for daily
life, including general problem solving and handling money.

MAKING OUR CHILDREN MATHS MASTERS THROUGH EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES

Maths is everywhere - in the playground, at the shops and at home. Introducing maths in everyday activities
and through play helps children learn about numbers, patterns and shapes. It also creates meaningful
connections with maths in the context of their lives. Maths can include noticing shapes, numbers, patterns,
size, time and measurement. Incorporating maths into everyday experiences is easy and fun. You can bring
maths into your child’s everyday life by:
●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

Listening and singing together - Songs and rhymes that repeat counting words introduce children to
maths in a fun and engaging way. For example, Five Little Ducks, Monkeys on the Bed or Ten Green
Bottles all include counting.
Playing with shapes - Jigsaw puzzles and drawing shapes helps teach your child problem solving
skills and spatial awareness. You can encourage your child to identify shapes in their everyday life such
as a round ball, square window or hexagonal stop sign.
Making patterns - Make a pattern using pebbles, pegs or pieces of coloured paper.
Cooking with your child - Cooking provides opportunities to count and measure. Ask your child to
count eggs, measure milk and flour as well as talk about the temperature the oven requires to bake a
cake.
Making collections - Collect objects from the outdoors such as stones, leaves and twigs. Sort them
into groups and count how many items are in each group.
Shopping - Collect food and grocery items and label them with prices written on sticky notes or prices
cut out of shopping catalogues. Talk about how we pay for items, using notes and coins and making
paper money or using play money to buy and sell goods from a shop that you have set up together. As
you pack away grocery items, arrange them by:
o height (tallest to the shortest),
o cost (least expensive to most expensive), or by
o weight (heaviest to lightest).
Measuring - Explore ways of measuring using sticks, footprints or hand lengths. Measure the
height of people in your family, comparing who is the tallest to the shortest. Provide different
sized cups in the bathtub to fill and empty and talk about how many little cups of water you need
to fill the big cup.
Counting - Use different numbers as the starting point for practising counting (for example, start
counting from 6 or 10) or asking your child to count forwards and backwards.

The Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework (VEYLDF) sets out outcomes and practices to guide
early childhood professionals in their work with all families and their young children from birth.
The maths experiences presented here align with the VEYLDF. For further
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/childhood/ providers/edcare/veyldframework.pdf

information

go

to:

P/1 Learning
We can’t believe it is already Term 4! The Prep/Ones have had a wonderful start to the term, and we are gradually
getting back into routine.
This term, our inquiry unit is all about fairy tales and storytelling; we unpack the
characters, problem, solution and the moral of the story. This week in Reading we
are reading the Three Little pigs, and some of the students joined us with
Reader’s Theatre which involves using your voice, facial and body language to
perform the text.

In Maths, we are exploring Time, specifically looking at the days of the week, months of the year and the seasons
we have in Australia. We have been looking at some of the events that happen in certain months, and have also
been looking at what kind of weather we see and feel during the seasons. The students were asked to write a
weather journal. Some even became News reporters and reported the weather for the day!

In Spelling, we are learning all about contractions and how two words are often
shortened with the use of an apostrophe. The students are being detectives, and trying to
find all the different contraction words they can find in their books!

2/3 LEARNING
The 2/3s have had a great start to Term 4! We are all very excited to be coming back to school this term which has helped lift everyone’s
spirits
In Reading, the students have been looking at the difference between different genres.. They have been reading independently and
explaining why they think the book is fiction or non-fiction.
In Writing, we will be starting the term by looking at narratives. The students will be coming up with interesting beginnings, characters,
settings, problems and solutions for their narratives.
In Numeracy, we have been working on time. We have done some assessments to help us find our new time fluency goals which we can
start working on when we return to school.

4/5/6 Learning
This week in Writing we have been focusing on different types of poetry.
Here are some examples of Cinquain, Haiku, Ballad and Limerick poems written by a few of our students.

In Numeracy we have been revising our multiplication skills by creating our own skip counting and
doubling charts to help us solve multiplication problems, as well as some students who were able to use
the area model. Ask your children to explain them to you!

skip counting chart

doubling chart

area model

