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Principal’s Message
Welcome Back!
A school with children in it - what a wonderful sight! It has been lovely welcoming the students back to face to face learning this week.
We are looking forward to the last cohort, Grade 4/5C to joining us next Tuesday. Here is a reminder of face to face days for the next few
weeks:

Student Free Day and Melbourne Cup Public Holiday:
This is a reminder that Monday 1st November is a student free day, as approved by School Council earlier in the year. There
will be no school for students. The teachers will be taking their Time In Lieu from parent teacher interviews in Term 2 this
year. We realise the timing of this student free day is not ideal, however, it is important that the teachers have this time that is

accrued to them.
Tuesday 2nd November is a public holiday for Melbourne Metro, due to the Melbourne Cup.
Being Safe at School - The Three V’s:
The Department of Education and Training (DET) has advised schools to focus on the Three V's:
● Vital CovidSafe Steps - social distancing, face masks, hygiene and testing. Grade 3 to 6 students are getting used
to wearing masks. If you would like to discuss this direction from the Department of Education (DET) with me, please
contact me on 9311 1598 or natalie.vulic@education.vic.gov.au .
● Ventilation - all schools will continue to maximise ventilation through opening windows and doors. Air purifiers will be
distributed to schools during term 4 and will be installed initially in areas where there are increased levels of students
& staff mixing. We are looking at working in outdoor learning spaces more often, to ensure that students have
adequate ventilation. We have applied for a shade sail grant to cover an outdoor learning space.
● Vaccination - all staff working at schools will be required to have received a first dose of COVID-19 vaccination by 18
October, and be fully vaccinated by 29 November.
Staff Vaccination - privacy:
It is important that while we know that school staff vaccination is a direction from DET, we need to respect staff members’
privacy. We have had some students asking staff if they are vaccinated, and whether they are double vaccinated or not.
While some staff members may feel comfortable in sharing this information, my message to the parent and family community
is that school staff are required to be vaccinated by the above dates, as per requirements from DET. However I will not be
sharing personal information regarding staff and their vaccination status with our parent community.
I realise that as adults, at home we have been discussing the current issues in Victoria, and our children do hear us. It has
been a difficult time for all families, experiencing the challenging times over the past few months in a variety of ways. I ask
that you let your children know that it is not polite to ask staff about their vaccination status. If you would like to discuss this
further, please contact me on the above number or email address. Thank you for your cooperation.
Shade Sails - Quadrangle:
The poles for our shade sails were installed this week. The quadrangle is out of bounds until the poles settle into the
concrete slabs under the ground. The sail should be installed some time in Week 4 - 25th October. This work was part of the
VSBA School Rebuild Project. It will offer more shade and sun-protected learning spaces.
Portable Removal:
On November 15th, two of the portables will be removed from our site. There is a chance that all of them will be removed, but
that is not definite at this stage. For newcomers to Dinjerra, the portables were brought to Dinjerra in 2019, and used as
classrooms while the new buildings were developed. Once the protables are removed, we will be able to look at what we do
with the space behind the soccer pitch / basketball courts. And of course, our sheltered sandpit will be back in action!
Book Week:
Time to think about character costumes! Book Week has been rescheduled to Week 8 - Monday 22nd to Friday 26th
November. We will hold our annual Book Fair, thanks to Hong and Scholastic (see attached flyer). Our dress up / book
parade day is scheduled for Friday 26th. We are not sure if we will still have restrictions, so we are not sure if we will have a
whole school parade, or if we can have parents or family members attending. Either way, Friday 26th is the day where will
will dress up as our favourite book characters!
Kind Regards,

Natalie.

A message from the Assistant Principal - Catherine Robertson
Return to Onsite
It’s been so wonderful to welcome back the students for face to face teaching at school. After 12
months of being on leave I was amazed at how much the students had grown. I was certainly tested
with remembering everyone’s name, fortunately my baby brain didn’t cloud that part of my memory.
As we begin to come out of lockdown I am looking forward to having all the students and teachers
back onsite and finishing the year off with everyone’s smiling faces enjoying the final term of learning
alongside their friends.

Compass
A reminder that the school uses the Compass app to
communicate with our families. It’s important that all of our
families are connected with the app and logged in to receive up
to date information and announcements. If you are new to
Dinjerra or have forgotten your login details please contact the
school office for support.

Wearing a Mask Social Story

P/1 Learning
The Prep/Ones are officially back for face-to-face learning this
week, and we could not be any more excited! Even though we are
only back for three days a week at the moment, there has been an
overwhelming amount of joy and the children were so happy to see
each other.
We spent some quality time this week to reconnect with our friends, get
back into routine and tap into our wellbeing.

We have also been learning how to play Gaga in our
new gaga pits. The prep/one children learned the
rules very quickly, some children didn’t hesitate to get
in and have a go, while others were very happy to
watch and cheer from the sidelines, watching and
taking it all in.
We are so excited for what this term holds, and can’t wait to see all the other children back on-site soon too!

2/3 LEARNING

The 2/3s were so excited to be back at school this Thursday and Friday. They did a great job of remembering our classroom routines and
working hard on their learning. They also loved sharing what they had been working on at home and getting to have fun together again.

4/5/6 Learning - LITERACY
In Literacy we have continued looking into the different perspectives of the people who live in this country, from
the First Australian people to those who have come here from all parts of the world. We are continuing to use
the interactive text My Place, and class read alouds The Happiest Refugee and Meet Marly to help us
understand a range of perspectives, including our own.

Numeracy
In Numeracy we have been focusing on expanding our multiplication skill and thinking, challenging ourselves to
try different strategies than we usually use, and finding the most efficient strategy for different multiplication
problems. As you can see on the responses to our google form questions, students are trying a range of
strategies to solve multiplication problems and importantly have been learning from and trying each other’s
methods.

Here are some of the different strategies students used to solve 9 x 6 in one of our maths warm up activities.
More students are beginning to share their thinking and the strategies are becoming more and more creative!

