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Principal’s Report
Hopefully by the time you read this, you will have received your school council election information and voting slip in
the mail. It was really pleasing that we had far more candidates than positions vacant. Knowing people want to
support the school by being on council is a wonderful endorsement of where we are going as a school. Please make
sure your vote gets back to the school. The close of voting is 4.00pm on Monday, March 9. You can hand your vote
in at the office or, if you wish to, you can post it back. Please follow the instructions as closely to ensure that your
vote is valid. The rules of the election are set by the electoral commission and have to be followed by the school.
The coronavirus is naturally dominating the news services and it is clear that people and the Government are very
concerned about its possible consequences. Currently, the spread of the virus in Australia is limited and I certainly
hope it stays that way but the experts tell us that it will probably get worse before it gets better.
As a Government school, Dinjerra is obliged to follow the instructions of the Victorian Department of Education
when it comes to responding to outbreaks of illness like the coronavirus. Their current advice is on our web page
and we will change it when we get updates.
Part of the advice is for children to properly wash their hands (back and front) after going to the toilet and before
eating. It is also recommended that children not touch their face, chew their nails and so on. This is hard, especially
with younger children. Naturally, covering the mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing is critical, not just for
this virus but also for stopping the transmission of colds and the flu.
Jenny Smith, our Business Manager has decided after over 30 years of service to Dinjerra to retire. What are we
going to do? Jenny has been a real friend and support for many of our families over the years and her knowledge
and skills are almost irreplaceable. She has seen a number of principals come and go during her time here and I’m
not happy about being seen as the principal who let her go. We are currently advertising for her replacement. Jenny
will finish up at the end of term.
Graeme Smith
Principal

Coming Events
Friday 6th March
th

Monday 9 March



45C & 56C Leadership and Inclusion Presentation Incursion

 Labour Day – No School


Open Afternoon 2:30pm – 4:30pm

Monday 16 March
Tuesday 17th March
Thursday 19th March
Tuesday 24th March




Parent & Teacher Meetings 3:40pm
Parent & Teacher Meetings 3:40pm




4-6s Braybrook Library
Sport Carnival

Friday 27th March



Term 1 End

th

Thursday 12 March
th

A message from the Assistant Principal
Open Afternoon
Believe it or not we are coming up to the end of the first term of the 2020
school year. The teachers and children have been working well
throughout the term on their various learning projects. Next Thursday will
be our first Open Afternoon for the year in our new school buildings. This
is an exciting time for the teachers and children, as it gives them a chance
to show off their classrooms and the fantastic learning they have
completed throughout the term. It is also a great opportunity for the
school community to come together to socialise and get to know each
other. So I warmly welcome you to join us on Thursday 12th March
2.30pm to take a walk through our classrooms and enjoy a sausage or two at our fundraising BBQ afterwards.

Parent/Teacher Interviews
Monday 16th March and Tuesday 17th March will be our first
Parent/Teacher interviews for the year. This is an excellent opportunity
to meet your child’s teacher and share information and discuss what will
happen in your child’s grade during this year. Meetings will be held
between 3:45pm to 6.00pm. These initial meetings are important to
attend as it is a great opportunity to find out what learning will be taking
place this year, what the homework expectations are and also a great
opportunity to get to know your child’s teacher. Please make sure you
complete the Parent/Teacher Interview note and return to school to get your meeting appointment.

Sports Carnival
Once again I am very much looking forward to this year’s Sports Carnival which will be held on Tuesday 24th
March. It’s a great day spent watching our students try their absolute best and encourage each other in their
sporting activities. Once again I will I need to remain impartial when it comes to supporting Green and Gold. I will
yell out my loud performance inducing words of support to cheer on the sporting behaviour and efforts of all
students. I will be the ambassador for our school values ‘We are Learners, Safe & Thoughtful’ by encouraging
students from both Green and Gold team to be the best contestants they
can be. My motto for the day will be ‘It’s not whether you win or lose, it’s
how you played the game’ and I’m sure Ms Domas will load me up with
special reward points to pass out to those students from either team that
excel with their sporting behaviour. I look forward to seeing our school
community join us for the day.

Catherine Robertson
Assistant Principal

ANIMALS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS
Occasionally, a parent will arrive at school to collect their child while taking their pet dog for a walk. In my time
as a principal, I have had a person bring their pet rat into my school, a pet cockatoo that sat on the man’s
shoulder and once, even a pet ferret. There are numerous regulations that schools have to follow if we keep
animals at school for educational purposes. However, it is up to the school to have their own policy regarding
bringing animals on school grounds.
I personally like all animals and think contact with animals is an excellent developmental activity for children.
However, a number of children have little or no contact with animals and get scared when they see them or treat
the animal like a toy and handle them in a way that scares the animal, leading to the animal snapping or
scratching. Even well trained dogs can become over-excited and jump up and we don’t want children to be
bitten or jumped upon.

School Council discussed this matter some time back and agreed that to ensure safety for all our
students, their parents and the school staff, anyone wishing to bring an animal onto the school
premises needs to seek the permission of the principal prior to doing so. This is now our policy.
Naturally, people with a recognised assistance animal such as a Seeing Eye dog will be allowed to
bring them into the school.

CSEF
The State Government has financial assistance to help with paying for sports activities, camps and excursions. If
you hold a Health Card or Pension Card or concession card you may be eligible for the $125 government
payment which helps towards the cost of your child’s excursions and camps.
To apply for this assistance, please bring your current Health Care Card or Pension Card to the office and sign an
application form (CSEF) as soon as possible.
Thank you
The Office Staff

School Uniform
The uniform shop is open on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday between 9.15-9.45am and 3.00-3.30pm.
Please see staff at the general office for assistance.
Parents may also leave an order with the office to be filled for collection.
Thank you
The Office Staff

Prep/1
The first five weeks of prep/1 have been a huge success. The
learners are aware of the routines and expectations in the
classroom. They have been demonstrating that they are learners
in the classroom each day.
We have continued to investigate letters and sounds. We have
studied the letters Mm, Ss, Ff, Aa, Pp and will soon be ready to
build CVC (Consonant Vowel Consonant) words such as map and
Sam. The grade ones have extended on this knowledge by using
a dictionary to find words and studying the SH digraph.
We are having fun reading big books and understanding the
concepts of print such as front cover, back cover, spine, blurb,
title, title page, page number and direction of reading. The
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In Literacy, we have been
trying to identify the
purpose of different books.
This is to help us in our
writing when we need to
come up with our own
purpose of our own stories.
What lesson do we want the
reader to learn? Is there a
moral to the story? What do
we want our readers to be
thinking about? Do we want
to make

We’ve also been busy learning how to play together in our music lessons in our new music classroom.
We have been learning how to read music, and how to play keyboards and ukulele together at the
same time.

Finally, last Friday we had our first assembly for the year where we handed out leadership
badges to all school captains, class captains, digital leaders and sports leaders. We also
handed out our first Star Awards for 2020, focussing on the school value We are Learners.

Noticeboard



Winter Baseball for Juniors
Primary Music Institute - Keyboard 7 Guitar Lessons




Cyber safety
Active Maribyrnong

Green and Gold House Sports Carnival Tuesday 24th March 2020…
Mark this date down in your calendar.
Rain, wind, hail, or shine the Carnival will go on!!!!!!
1. If the weather is good the Sports Carnival will take place between 9.15 – 1.00 with all grades out on the
Dinjerra oval together.
2. If the weather is not good the Sports Carnival will still take place in the Multipurpose room at school 9.15 –
2.00. The indoor timing of events will take place as follows.
At 9.15 – 9.30 the whole school will have welcome speeches and a preschool race to begin the day in the
Multipurpose room.
The Prep/1 events will take place between 9.30 – 10.45
The 2/3 events will take place between 12.00 – 1.00
The 4/5/6 events will take place between 1.00 – 2.00
Students have been training hard while learning about and practising good sporting behaviour and good winning
and losing etiquette. We look forward to parents, carers and volunteers coming along to support the students as
they compete in their events.
Students can get their Green and Gold House dress up clothes ready to wear on the day. $2 shops and Spotlight
stores are great for cheap dress up accessories. We will have face painting before school on the day.
GO GREEN GO GOLD!

Who will win the coveted Gold Cup this year????

Grade 4/5/6 Footscray District Winter Interschool Sport…
Grade 4/5/6 students are taking part in Interschool Sport training, every Friday, this term. Students are
practising the skills, techniques and game sense to play football, soccer and tee ball. They will be competing
against schools in the Footscray District Interschool competition in Term 2.
Grade 2/3/4/5/6 Netball Clinics….
Grade 2/3/4/5/6 students have been taking part in Netball clinics every Tuesday with a coach from Netball
Victoria. The clinics will take place until Tuesday 17th March. Students are learning the skills and techniques to
play Netball through activities, small games and playing matches.
Debbie Domas

Kelly Club Dinjerra
Program Phone: 0466 665 941
Email:dinjerra@kellycluboshc.com.au
Hi all parents and children.
Get along to Kelly Club Dinjerra OSHC program for loads of fun, sport, games, cooking, craft, arts, structured
free time and healthy, yummy breakfast and afternoon tea!
We’re open Monday – Friday for Before School Care 7am – 8.45am
After School Care 3.15pm – 6pm,
providing breakfast and afternoon tea.
Prices start from $3.00 per session with your CCB/CCR rebate connected with Centrelink. Our programmes
are approved, with government rebates and subsidies available.
Ask at the office or contact Nanda for more information and to book:
Contact the program phone/email to book! 0466 665 941 dinjerra@kellycluboshc.com.au

